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MEIMORANDUM FUR THE RECORD

8UBJECT: ifeeting with Dr. MILC Cardona oa 6 Cetober

1. Dr. MIRC arrived about 9:30 a. m. for the meoating wo hod
. 861 at 12:60; ayain he was driven by his secratary whom he intruduced,
As during the (iret ineeting., she remained outside in the car. Cuy

5§

esting lasted unsil 12:00 roon,

é. ¥iret, Dr, MIRG ha:_xdod me a8 aolo in loaghand Heting the -’
1spics 2lscussed with me a3 Cotober. Thase pointo afe: :

.. 8., Croups conducting bropaganda. otc. with Ageney supporst
oheld roceive theiz support and be coorainated theough the Council,

5. A propaganda campalgn should be waued by the Council
atnd at: -

(1) Caba, via a len; wave radio otaticn in Key % cot,

(2) Cubana in Miami and othor U, 5. aress by:

(a) Subsidising Dlaris de laa Americas.

1Y) Contmctlng' for time on radio etations.

(3) fatia America, with a plan such ao the Cgparacion
Criota, "

¢. Underground Activities.

{1) Provision of monthly funds to Council for procuring ,!
Cuban pesoa to eoud to the saven-odd resfstance '
groupa in Cuba through rellable chanuels (such as i
previsunly aent through the Italian L rabagey). ;

(i . i
L‘-.-b..’ ’ I
: I

i

L
z
%.;
:
2




7§-00000

. {28) Comuands aciion 3s outiined (n plan prosented
- 80 ma un 6 Lcliober,

). Comniando iMlan
Then Dr, MIQC handed mo a'plan (In English) for clandestina
action prepared by his milllary collaboraters, whomm he LaMmed as :
Colore] anusl VAKELA Castro, an olficer of the Acadony, ‘Captain
Eorique DES PAICNE, and Colono! (fou) MONTEAGULI, e slated

thiat they ware of the BARGUIN §#0up and had boen priscners,

AT roopoct to the Plaa 1ar clandesting operations i Cuba,
he stated that 300 men could ba counted uzon for cotarmando acticn, part
of thorn-hora, part fu Coba, He rsitarated thot 4 commando vperation
wa3 ssseatial to boletor marale amnsy the anti-Caetso elomoants in Cuba
atd In exile 83 well s to conduct sapotage that would lurther wosken .
fabap economy aud the Comrnunist regirae, [a said thal {or this operatien
U. 5. help would be nocessary in groviding weapone, arqing, demolilions,
eoquipmont, and funds. Ha proposed that ff this plan wap cangldered tn
have merlt, that I arrange to have eomoone moct with hig niilitary mon
to wurk out the dotails. After ail Preparatigng had been made and

matoziel provided, estc. the operalica wouid bs purely a Cuban affaiz,

TEHOTE: Flan turned ovor to Taorrgeca st vur ne eting at 13:33 on

6 Cetober for traaamiaalon. )

4. Liequaet for Arma, etc, 1o send to iimcarnbray

to Clark {57 arma for the anti-Castro ineuryents in the Lgcarubray, bot
to date had heard nothing relative tc the foquest. He commented wryly,

Ly ARG ténurhed that over & rmonth a;0 he had made a requeat

1 aok but never hear axg auswor. " Ho taid that the {ightera there ohould

be aupported. ['r. MIRC stated that he had a boat (;rovided by us) and
8 meano for delivery of the arma. C.avaldo BAMIREZ {8 chlef of the

S scambdbray group, *
- COMMMNT: Has anything bees dono abeut this request ?

3. Information on Arine tleceivad by Castro Fesime

Ur, 210G handed 1ae a lonz report which he sald was brouzit

to him by the Argentine Awbasgador to Cuba whben the latier came to the
U. 3. at the time of Frosident ¢ 2ONTILI visit, e eald the Ambazsador

would ot divulge the source of the laformation but commanted, Yoy will
knov,
% Report turned over to Thompson on 6 October.

2




14-00000

.‘A e
Y

Or. MIRY oald thers was np way 16 Jeterinine the accuracy
" of the fizures ;ivon of planes, guns, etr, recelvad irurn the Soviet bloe
{aad haly and Canada) but aven {f ths {iguves wore akag serated 180 per
cent. they would stiil be fmressive,

) ito addod that Castro io daily becomiag stronger militarily
with wedpcas and with a larvie militia of €loge to 333,000 boing tesined
to uee them while the ¢conomy coutinues to deteriorate, F ‘eshaps caly
balf the militia wouid be offoctive. Dut tiat s siseabls. Thus, he sald,

-~ the longer the delay {n positive military actjon to overtarow Castro, the

- groater will be the task.  ““Wa must act soon, vigoreusly and effectively,
' to iosurc victory. Awnothor dofoat would be disastrous and would make
Cubaas, Latin Arncricans and others bellevo Castra to by invincibia,
Then would come aceommadations and oven worss, the {raplanting of
Cas:m-bec.ked roginea in the horuisphere, And the U. 5. would sufier
worst of all, bein' dizcredited for defeat and "gullt of interforenca. '
“in the U no nation would atand boside the U, 5.

6. Frouoaal that Canncll 7o o Cuba with Comrmando Grou'g and
t.'atablh:h a Goverowmont on (.ubaa sail

Dr. #IT then declared that he wse ccaviaced that Castro
would never be cverthzown by all tho prepaganda, the nmr-tat,e esnnande
raids, guerrilla activities, rupture of diplomatic relations and deteriorating
economy, aaid that it was inconceivable to.catadblish a soverament-firexile
for nothing wonld c:.me of 1t; that the only soluilea for dofeating the
Castro veuime was lor the Revolutionary Cattacil to go to Cuba and 2stabe-
lish a goveramost on Cuban soll, ask recozmnition by all frieadly conutrios
aad nullisary assistence of iio prireizal olly, the U, 5., pad that the V.8,
be ready to interveue imimediately with its Forces. 'This would ail have
tc tako place in a matter cf 435 hours, ctherwisce it would fail. I reccpaizse
that thic i3 & bold piax, but boldness e necossary. Thers will be many
?igho, fnany may bs killed. As for myseli, 1don't care if l dic. I have
128t all my pesaonal posgessiond and my sen (s o privoner, ¢ He relterated
that all must be well prepared in advance, tasro must be no vaciliation,
everything must proceocd rapidly. First, & commando raid in forcs to
celza 8 ;laco of Cuban larritory, sreferadly mear Gaantarsmo, ssd loanie-
ciately tbe mezmberas of the Council go ashore, proclaim a pruvisianal
grvernment, brcadeast by radio to all nations an appsal for recopniticn
(and cables prepared in advauce would alao be sent oul), regueat U, S
aesiztance, and the U. 5. should furisish eech assistance at veca in ade-
quato stronzth to easure victory.
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Belore such an aetinn ja undertake, tho enerny mrust bLa
sciftered by propaganda, eabotaie, ratds, undes zround actisn, and the
itasd of the peanle of Cuba sausi be prepared to accept the Araviatona; .
governroant thvouzh propszanda, {ncreased knowledya of $he Zouncil :
aad fts unifying efforts, o - » C ]

Lr. MIRG agked e what §tasught of islsprejeet; did § ihink | :
that Castro could be. overthirowa in 8ay other way. - | adr:itted taat - S
stron; military action appcared ucces sary. 1otated furtaer tiat
«f course Ms plan would have to be otudjed at the. hizhest goveznment
levale, He proposed that ho micht elaborate a plhn with his miiiary ‘ _
" csllaborators, and I eu;zested that he do this so tnat it mipght be examined
and considered, - o

. Lr. MIRC declased that he was coavinced that this Commuanist : I
.deggev In tha side of the ftates could only ba eradicated by suc actisn, R
thal the U. 5, {5 and will % blamed for ail anti-Castre jrous ;anda, :
i sabotage, eic. and that engray otaton will denovunce il Yor tate rvsation o !
! o la Cuba, but that if the U. =, goues to the aid of a frienaly revoletfonary . - S
i rezima established ir the ceuntry aad. holso it defeat the Zevizt-Gaciad i
! Cooimunist rogime, ail {risoAly governmoots wiil agpland, : o :

i ? : "I have no personzl polltice: ambltions, * doclared MIRD,
’ "} merely am tzying to c:z'alr_tha Lounell, whose mission is tg znily the ;
anti-Castro elemsats inatde and outside of Cuba, 1If ths team isa‘t coa- !
sidered olfoctive, then chanzo the pitcher. But I believa the Loaneil must i
establish itself on Cubza suil, and soua, Time i3 azainst us. “"Thu . unta ’ i
del Ete agreoruent will backfire ayalugt the U. 5, il Castrs e allowed . i
i to rerualn in Cuba. In a year, nfter tho politicsa of the ceuntriss re- ] !
o ceiviny U. &, ald have jouten their hands on U, &, zald, they will say, .
P Thanks to Castro, we yot thio.' Aad they will #pead it a3 in the ast |
' t with no bere{its to the social and oconomic welfare of the peaple. ,'
‘ |

7. Views about the Judzes and iawyoera

. . ' 1 quaricd Dy, MIRC as to hfs views relative to tse hedzas and

g

! | lawyors and thair future status, He seid he Buged that they ceale anl | f g
P rounite and that they cuzuld be gives sastiotance as in the pagr. e de- : 2
i : clared that Dr, ALABAL was aot qualified to ba a justico and tnat ae was - | 2
b daing nothing but moking potitics and trying to discredit the Cogacil . o =
. and RIRC and VARGNA. Dr. LIRC doclared thst ke, as Frime Linistey : &
in the early days of the Caatro sgevernment, had named - LABAL to tho ’ ! :—E
i b ’ .’ ks
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Supreme Court, but that ow he considered - LABAU unfit to hold any
Judicial poeition. : s : ‘ \

8,. Mombers of the Revolutionary Council

.. Dr. MIRG.remorked that he had a meeting of tho Council an
10 Cctober. ! askod what elements now composed it and-what he pro-
posed to add, He namad the following as presently in the Consejo:
Rescato- . ;
- 30 de Noviembre - A
+ MRR - L
Accicn Domoceratica _ !
20 do Mayo - -
AAA Indopondiento : ;
MDC v ‘ o
Montacristi ' : ' .

 Ho said ho had invited to join:

 MAP
Unidad Revolucicnaria - N

and awaited their reply,

Ha would also ke to havo the Workers, Studeats, and the
Professionals {Doctors, Lawyera, etc. ) come into the Council. He be-
lleves Batistiancs and Comunistas end elements unwilling to. cooporate .
should ba oxcluded, but that all other groups should be brought together
undor the Council, : .

. Ho contends thag all anti-Castro activities, except clandesting

and military, should bo coordirated by momdars of the Council, but that
the excepted activitios should ba kanown oaly to him (MIRO), -

9. DProbable Araentine Rupture of Rolations with Cuba

Dr. MIRO doclared that he bolleved finninent the Argontine
rupture of relaticns with Cuba. Ho said the Argontine Ambassador to
Cuba (Julio AMUEDC) was ordored to retura to Havansa tho had boen

vacationing in tho U, S, after FAONDIZI's visit); that VILLANUEVA, a -

Socretary of tho Argentine Embassy in Cuba was coming to ses MIRO

- today; and further that he {MIRC) had received a phore call last night

:.‘ 1
Cabliiiad
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‘ .vdth him; )
_ time: an.d;phco«hrongh Clarh. :

ST

.from a bpantard (Nlcanor FERNANDEZ) in Buenos Aires, ‘urging MIRG
to go to Buonos Alrcs to arouse aati- Castro gentiment of the people,

lnasmuch as some Arg,ertlno action against Cudba appeared imimninont,

.(FLRNANDE Z said be had already writtea MIRC a lotter.) MIKC say9,.
"Of course, !cannct go. lbave tha Connejo meeting on tho 1Gth,.
‘Farthermore, I am geing to New York on Cctober 11th or 12th for the

SIP {Socioded Intoramericana do *nnu) meoung and have. boca Allotud
IZ infoutes to add.reu tho moeﬂng.-

10, ‘mxo to attenid Homage to LACE ADA " (Brasillis who
' Precipitated ()UADM( 5 rentknatlon) on October 1S

Dr. MIRO sald hoe p!anmé to. remain in New York City - (a{wr
11 and 12 Cectober SIP meoting) until October 15th to attend the hormago
fow LACERDA, the Governor of Gu.ambara province {a Brasil, MIRO
probably wm stay at tho $Fark Chambare Hotel, but will advise Clark

of bis locauon. -

‘1 commcmed that l would probably romain in W a-hhgton next

week in view of his plans, but that I mizht go to New York City to meet
A 80, I would get in louf:h with hlm and arrenso a moeung

11. Progg_garuh Commlaslg’

' 1 askcd Dr. MIRO about hll idoas on the future organization’
tnd uttm:tuo o{ the Propaganda Commiesion. Ho stated that it is out~
oide the Coauejo and act uhdoer hls’ direct control, although tho Coum:ll
accountant hag been passing funds to ft. Ho said CARRILLC had renlzned
as head of Propagnuda and thst be would Itke CONTE AGUFRC to haandie .

'it.: He claimed that MESTRE had not-dono. anything with propaganda,

12, VMIRO'- Ylewa.lte!atlve. to Suprema Court Justice or PRIO
being Kocogniso&ae Head of a_i“roviefonal CGiovernment

1 asked Drx, MIRO §f hc believed that thare were many anti-
Castro Cubaas {both fn and out of Cuba) who favered VRIC, or the head
of the Supreme Court to be the provisional president if a government wore
to be established on Cuban soil. Dr. MIRC declarcd thst the revolution
ia a fact, ard that practlcally nobody wanta to go back to any former
rogime, . The people in Caba would reosist any such poosaibility, He deo-
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. prou. the n(ngoe ‘centor, otc,

nouncod FRIC’g activities acainat the Council and ito efforts to’ unily
the anti-Castro clements, lc aaid that the psople shoeuld be siven an
0pportunﬂy to elect thoir chiel of state after Castro’s overthrow amd .

recetadblishiment of order Ln the island,

33, Ctiiceos of Councn (Consejo Rovoludomrlol

‘When questioned about his buol.nou aud private lclophono.. . i_ T

’ LJRO nld{“l‘lﬂ ‘Businens: phoae is alson my" houae. ‘F'have no office
- axcépt in my house. but that phone is alwaye busy: (Jhaenan 2-4680), -

50 use the.other phone (JL(touon 4-2751) whoa you wl:h to call me. "

1 need to- havo 2 small oIﬂca somewhero. away trom: my homo -
becausoe all the activities thoro sre driving my: wife crazy. [ wantte.
find something modeost so that no accusation can be inade of ostontauon -
morely a room for mysolf, one for rny sacretary, and ono for meoﬂnﬂa. A .
of the Council, ate.. The FRD hod a place but at that place also was the
it-would not be satisfactory. Tho FRD
io now praeucally dead., It was the (oreruianor of the Consojfo as t.ho

nnuylng agvency o( tho anti-Castro rosistaace, "

4. MlRO'o Vlews on Coordhmt!ngtho Acthdtlea of Cther Exﬂo
Groupa:-

’ Afer Dt. MIRC . Nltarn:ed hs viow that he should be the
channel {or funds and coordln.ul.ag the activities of groupa outside tho
Consejo such as the Students, FORD (Labor), stc., I said u\al 1 under- -
_stood that eome of these eloments wero unwilling to function under ths
Consojo;-and that.in wiew of that situation, did he consider that an. |
Activity Corhmittae might bo orzanized with a dolezate.from cach of .
theae groups sad under the chalrmaneblp of a.momber of the - Conucjo
This would’ sarve to ‘€oordinato thoir activitios, give them a tig-{n with
the ‘Consejo, yot not make them subservient to it. Dr. MIRC replicd
that this wculd merely set up ancther Consejo outside of and parallel to
the enisting Conaejo. 1 did not pureue this further, not haviang ¢enough
backgrouad of thou organlnuoao to be abla to discuss the matter

effectively.

15, Tole;'\horio' Conversation with MIRO on 7 Cetober

Before my dn:nrtm from Miami (or Washinjton on 7 Octobor.,
1 telephaned to Dr. MIRO (vom the airport. He appreciated the call and
asked if [ had seen In the morning paper the action taken yeé’torday by
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tho ALABAU Lawysra' aroup in ptoclatr.zin'g Julio CARCIE RAN (one
‘of tha chief justiceo in exile) as “'Fresldent of Cuba at ¥'ar, " He gn-
presseod bis lndtqutkm at this unilateral "polltical” move by ALALAU
and his adhoronts ameny the exiled lawyers and judpes. Ho added his
beest whneu 10 18 .and reminded mo that he would probably go to New
.York on Cctober 11th or )2th for the SIP {3ocicdad hueramericana de

'FronsaJ:moeting. 1 ‘Teplisd that I'would apprecisto if he wcild contact - :

‘aftér his unhml to give his locauon in New York City, aad that
ght'have a roquou ‘from me for an- appohument with hlm. 21

‘.thh ceo:ndd ‘dogirablo, . .1 nggooud that in‘future phono conversations
- F.viould bo'known as. JUARITC. He sgreed with pleasure that'thia would
‘be.8 good proceduro, 1 wiehad hin Codlpoed and he tepl!cd Mkowiae i

tome.
16 Comment . S R

: Du:lng thnso ﬂru two meeﬂngo 1 ewdeavored to. euublhh .
myoou favorably: with Dr. MIRG and therobn refrained from btlnalng
up datalla of Mgat or. oppoomon to any of bis speecific proposals.

1 uotonod. asud mtm quooum. aasl ho talked at langth,

!n lmm moﬂnga. after1 havo galnod tunher background and.
‘bave. move: poluy pmnce. I shall be able to discuss with him: opociﬂc

isouss and endeavor to uach agreements or compromuee. a8 may be
requh‘ed.
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